nteans, provided on the recording medium, for directing the computer system to use the 
initiM authoritativeness information as input authoritativeness information, to execute the 
step[s of: 

(i) producing first authoritativeness information about a set of information resources 
pointed to bV links in resources of the input set, and 

(ii) producingSsecond authoritativeness information about a set of information resources 
having links that point to resources of the input set] of producing at least one set of 
authoritativeness information based on links related to resources of the input set ; and 
means, provided on the^ecording medium, for directing the computer system to produce 
a final set of information resources based on the [first and second ] at least one set of 
authoritativeness information 

2. (Amended) A computer program product as recited in [claim 1 ] claims 1 or 58 or 59 
or 60 , wherein the information resources include World Wide Web pages, and the 
content-based links include hyper-linlos. 

3. (Amended) A computer program product as recited in [claim 1 ] claims 1 or 58 or 59 or 
60, wherein the means for directing to identify an initial set of information resources 
includes means, provided on the recording medium, for directing the computer system to 
obtain, as an input, an information resource containing subject matter of interest. 



5. (Amended) A computer program product as recited m claim [1] _58, wherein: 

the [means for directing to execute the] steps of producing first and second 

authoritativeness information [is] are operative in a series of iterations; 

the initial authoritativeness information is used as input authVitativeness information for 

a first iteration; \ 

and the produced first and second authoritativeness information's a result of the 
iteration, the first and second authoritativeness information produced in a given iteration 
to be used as the input authoritativeness information for the next iteration. 
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6. (Amended) A computer program product as recited in claim [1 ] 56 further comprising 
means, provided on the recording medium, for directing the computer system to execute 
the steps of producing first authoritativeness information and producing second 
authoritativeKess information in a series of iterations until a predetermined condition is 
met. _V 



17. (Amended) A computer program product as recited in [claim 1 ] claims 1 or 58 or 59 
or 60 , wherein the means for directing to produce a final set of information resources 
includes means, provided\m the recording medium, for directing the computer system to 
select information resourcesx rom t he set based on their hub and authority values. 



20. (Amended) A method for executing a search of information resources, the resources 
having content-based links between each other, to identify a desired subset of the infor- 
mation resources which satisfy a desireXcriterion, the method comprising the steps of: 

identifying an initial set of information resources; 

defining initial authoritativeness infoiWtion for the initial set; 
using the initial authoritativeness information asNnput authoritativeness information, 
[executing the steps of: \ 

(i) producing first authoritativeness information about a set of information 
resources pointed to by links in resources of the input sek and 

(ii) producing second authoritativeness information\bout a set of information 
resources having links that point to resources of the input set] \roducing at least one set 
of authoritativeness information based on links related to resources of the input set ; and 
producing a final set of information resources based on the [first and second] at least one 
set of authoritativeness information. \ 

21. (Amended) A method as recited in [claim 20] claims 20 or 61 or 62 or <53 , wherein 
the information resources include World Wide Web pages, and the content-based links 
include hyperlinks. \ 
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22i( Amended) A method as recited in [claim 20 ] claims 20 or 61 or 62 or 63 , wherein 
the st^D of identifying an initial set of information resources includes obtaining, as an 
input, anyjnformation resource containing subject matter of interest. 



24. (Amende^ A method as recited in claim [20]j51 , wherein: 

the [step of executing the steps of] steps of producing first and second authoritativeness 
information [is] areVexecuted in a series of iterations; 

the initial authoritativeness information is used as input authoritativeness information for 
a first iteration; and 

the produced first and second authoritativeness information is a result of the iteration, the 
first and second authoritativeness information produced in a given iteration to be used as 
the input authoritativeness information for the next iteration. 



25. (Amended) A method as recited\n claim [20] 61, wherein the steps of producing first 
authoritativeness information and prodWng second authoritativeness information are 
executed in a series of iterations until a predetermined condition is met. . 



36. (Amended) A method as recited in [claim y0] claims 20 or 61 or 62 or 63 , wherein: 
each information resource is associated with an authori ty value and a hub value; and 
the step of producing a final set of information resources includes selecting information 
resources from the set based on the hub and authoritAyalues. 



39. (Amended) A system for executing a search of information resources, the resources 
having content-based links between each other, to identify adesired subset of the 
information resources which satisfy a desired criterion, the system comprising: 
means for identifying an initial set of information resources; 

means for defining initial authoritativeness information fo\ the initial set; 
means for using the initial authoritativeness information as input au^ioritativeness 
information, to execute the step[s of: 

(i) producing first authoritativeness information about a set of information resources 
pointed to by links in resources of the input set, and 
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(iiY producing second authoritativeness information about a set of information resources 
haviW links that point to resources of the input set ] of producing at least one set of 
authontotiveness information based on links related to resources of the input set ; and 
means foiuproducing a final set of information resources based on the [first and second] _at 
least one seNrf authoritativeness information. 

40. (Amended) A system as recited in [claim 39 ] claims 39 or 64 or 65 or 66 , wherein 
the infor- \ 

mation resources includesWorld Wide Web pages, and 
the content-based links include hyperlinks. 

41. (Amended) A system as recrted in [claim 39 ] claims 39 or 64 or 65 or 66 , wherein 
the means for identifying an initial set of information resources includes means for 
obtaining, as an input, an information\source containing subject matter of interest. 



43. (Amended) A system as recited in claimJ39] 64, wherein: 

the [means for executing the] steps of producing first and second authoritativeness 
information [is] are operative in a series of iterations; 

the initial authoritativeness information is used as input authoritativeness information for 
a first iteration; and \ 

the produced first and second authoritativeness information is a result of the iteration, the 
first and second authoritativeness information produced in a given iteration to be used as 
the input authoritativeness information for the next iteration. \ 

44. (Amended) A system as recited in claim [39] 64 further comprising [means for] 
executing the steps of producing first authoritativeness information andWoducing second 
authoritativeness information in a series of iterations until a predetermined condition is 
met. \ 
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S% (Amended) A system as recited in [claim 39 ] claims 39 or 64 or 65 or 66 , wherein 
the means for producing a final set of information resources includes means for selecting 
information resources from the set based on their hub and authority values. 



Please add thesfollowing claims: 




58. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 1 wherein the step of 
producing at least oneVset of authoritativeness information based on links related to 
resources of the input se\ includes: 

(i) producing first a\thoritativeness information about a set of information 
resources pointed to by links V resources of the input set, and 

(ii) producing second authoritatryeness information about a set of information resources 
having links that point to resource\of the input set. 



O 
W 



59. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 1 wherein the step of 
producing at least one set of authoritativeness information based on links related to 
resources of the input set includes the step of producing authoritativeness information 
about a set of information resources pointed tb by links in resources of the input set. 

60. (New) A method as recited in claim 1 wherem the step of producing at least one set 
of authoritativeness information based on links related to resources of the input set 
includes the step of producing authoritativeness information about a set of information 
resources having links that point to resources of the input set. 



61. (New) A method as recited in claim 20 wherein the step of producing at least one set 
of authoritativeness information based on links related to resources of the input set 
includes the steps of: 

(i) producing first authoritativeness information about a set of information resources 
pointed to by links in resources of the input set, and 
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pi) producing second authoritativeness information about a set of information resources 
ha\ing links that point to resources of the input set. 

62. (New) A method as recited in claim 20 wherein the step of producing at least one set 
of authomativeness information based on links related to resources of the input set 
includes the\tep of producing authoritativeness information about a set of information 
resources pointed to by links in resources of the input set. 

63. (New) A methoa\as recited in claim 20 wherein the step of producing at least one set 
of authoritativeness information based on links related to resources of the input set 
includes the step of producing authoritativeness information about a set of information 
resources having links that\oint to resources of the input set 

64. (New) A system as recited m claim 39 wherein said step of producing at least one set 
of authoritativeness information bksed on links related to resources of the input set 
includes the steps of: \ 

(i) producing first authoritativeness inrbrmation about a set of information resources 
pointed to by links in resources of the input set, and 

(ii) producing second authoritativeness information about a set of information resources 
having links that point to resources of the input set. 

65. (New) A system as recited in claim 39 wherein\said step of producing at least one set 
of authoritativeness information based on links related to resources of the input set 
includes the step of producing authoritativeness information about a set of information 
resources pointed to by links in resources of the input se\ 

66. (New) A system as recited in claim 39 wherein said stepVf producing at least one set 
of authoritativeness information based on links related to resources of the input set 
includes the step of producing authoritativeness information aboV a set of information 
resources having links that point to resources of the input set, \ 
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